
                                                       Message Discussion Questions

Why is it important to understand that Jesus is turning the Old Testament imagery of the vine upside
down? How is Jesus ransoming this imagery of judgment & failure, of always falling short?  John 15:1-11
 
What does the idea of pruning mean to you? Does that sound like something that you will enjoy? Why is
pruning so important in your relationship with God? Do you expect pruning? How could pruning be a
blessing? John 15:2

Why is the fruit of your life important? What type of fruit should you bear? How does Jesus enable this in
your life? Do you feel like you are being fruitful? In your life when have you grown the most, produced the
most fruit? Galatians 5:22
 
What does this statement mean: 'our position is in His presence'? What does that have to do with vines &
branches? What is it that makes you clean? Does your fruit have anything to do with you being clean?
John 15:3
 
How important is it for you to know that you are always welcome in God's presence, that no matter what
you don't have to hide from God? Do you agree that 'when you believe you've offended you tend to
avoid'? What changes when you know you can live in His presence? John 15:4-7

Week 9



Jesus turns upside down the Jewish idea of the vine
As a branch, you should expect pruning
As a branch, what type of fruit should you bear?
Your position is in His presence
No matter what you don't have to hide from God
If you abide in His love, you will obey His commands
God wants for your joy to be full, that's not the same as happiness

What does it mean to 'abide in my love? Do you agree that we may read this text in the wrong way?
What's the difference between 'as you grow in your love for me, you'll obey' vs 'obey my commands and
then you'll love me'? What's the impact in your life when you grow (abide) your love for Jesus? 
John 15:8-10
 
What's the difference between joy & happiness? Do you know that God is serious about you living in joy?
How can you live in joy? What does it mean for your joy to be full?  John 15:11
 

Summary:


