
Matt shared about his "mountaintop experience" when he was in high school and on a winter youth
retreat in his home state of Colorado. Can you recall some "mountaintop experience" of your own
(even if not the hilarious visual of what Matt experienced!)?  Take a few moments to share.
What is the simplest way to define Conviction? (Hint: Strong belief; something that makes someone
burn with passion inside; what someone believes shapes how someone behaves). Point 1: Conviction
Shapes Conduct. If you think about what you really believe about God (your convictions), is how you
behave consistent with those convictions? Another way to say this is: Do I really believe what I believe,
because my actions align with my beliefs. Agree, disagree? Why or why not?

Introduction:
This weekend we're starting a new series called "Forged In Fire."  Over the next few weeks we're going to
dive into the Old Testament and see how God strategically used fire in the lives of four different groups of
people. And through the fire God left them with a choice. In essence He said, "Are you going to live for
yourself or are you going to surrender to Me (God)? Are you going to try to call the shots or are you going
to allow Me (God) to change you, ignite a passion in you so that you can live on fire for Me (God)?"

Questions:

                                                       Message Discussion Questions

Week 1



Matt shared we all have a choice to make based on whether what we say we believe about God is
consistent with how we live it out. In 1 Kings 18 we learn the prophet Elijah faced this same subject.
He faced the King of Israel (Ahab) who was making some really poor decisions. What was happening?
(Hint: choosing Jezebel, straying away from God, leading the people into Baal Worship and not
worshiping God, but focusing on worshiping the god of lust, sex/pleasure and self gratification). What
did Elijah say when he confronted Ahab and Jezebel about what they were doing? (Hint: Because of
your sin/rebellion against God there will be a famine in the land, with no rain for 3.5 years).  
Point 2: Conviction Ignites Confrontation. READ 1 Kings 18:17.  When Elijah returned after 3.5 years
what was Ahab's response? (Hint: He blames Elijah for Israel's troubles). As we think of our own lives,
how does this relate to how we can respond sometimes when the Holy Spirit confronts us about our
sin/rebellion towards God, and us not living the way God would want us to or heading in the direction
He would have us go? What's typically our first response? (Hint: Blame game, it's their fault, not mine;
sometimes even blaming God for our decisions). What's Elijah's response? READ verse 18-21. What's
Elijah doing here?(Hint: Challenging Ahab to get off the fence, to make a choice to live for God or for
Baal). Have you ever sensed God challenging you in the same way - to live for Him or instead for
whoever/whatever you're living for other than Him? How so?
Point 3: Conviction Sparks Decision. READ verse 21 again. What does it say the people's response
was? (Hint: The people said nothing; apathetic, but in that there is a choice/decision being made
which says in essence, not to change the course). Reflecting once again on our own lives, what has
our response been? Similar to the people in this story? What are some ways we can help ourselves
grow in making decisions for God based on our convictions, and what are some ways we can help our
next generation be men and women standing up for what they believe, and not staying silent?
READ verse 23-39. What happens with this showdown? (Hint: Besides God being God and doing what
only He could do, the people got off the fence so to speak; they were changed in that moment)  Point
4: Conviction Fuels Transformation. How do you see this happening in the lives of these people in the
story? (Hint: God changed them, they changed from being apathetic to being passionately on fire for
Him.). How do you see this relate to your own life? What might God be trying to show you with His
Truth, confront you about, in order for you to get off the fence (if you are!), to be changed and be on
fire for and live passionately for Him?


