
Introduction:
This week we are continuing our series called 'Façade'. Do you find yourself wearing different masks? Are
you an expert at putting on a Façade? Why do we wear different masks from one day to the next?
 
This week for Part 5 of the Façade series the message is called 'The Façade of Self-Reliance'. All of us have
at some point in our lives have chosen to do something "our" way, sort of like the Frank Sinatra classic, "I
Did it My Way", right? The truth is, we tend to choose stubbornness, independence, and self-reliance, but
these aren't our only options! Today we'll see what the Bible says about how reliance on God is the “best
way” and is far better than reliance on ourselves. 

Questions:
Think of a time when you chose to do the classic "Frank Sinatra” approach and did it "your way", rather
than choosing the way of solid counsel and God’s conviction? What was the situation and what happened
as a result of your choice, personally and circumstantially? 

What's the Bible refer to us as? Take a few moments to ponder the attributes of a sheep. How's that make
you feel? Why would we be described in such a way? Isaiah 53:6; Psalm 23 

King David understood the relationship between shepherd and sheep. What can we learn from his
understanding? What responsibilities and actions characterize a shepherd? Psalm 23

                                                       Message Discussion Questions
Façade - Week 5



As humans, we have the desire to choose our own way, our own will, and our own desires. 
We are in a daily battle of believing God is who He says He is.
God is the good Shepherd and as Shepherd, God provides, protects, and guides
God desires for us to trust Him and surrender our will to His in our circumstances, our relationships,
our thoughts, our actions, and our commitments. 
Obedience requires trust and, oftentimes, a step of faith. 
Obedience will begin to come naturally after we ground our belief of God and surrender our will to
His. 
We can come to truly say "the Lord is my Shepherd and I will not want" when we put down the façade
of self-reliance and depend on God. 

Another pastor rewrote Psalm 23, speaking to the reality of our society's view (and many times our own
view) of being called "sheep." "I am my own shepherd, I am always in need. I stumble from counselor to
counselor from shrink to shrink, seeking relief but never finding it. I creep through the valley of the shadow of
death, and I fall apart. I fear everything from today to the future. I go to the weekly staff meeting and I’m
surrounded by enemies. I go home and even the dog scowls at me. I anoint my headache with extra strength
Tylenol. My Jack Daniel’s runneth over. Surely misery and misfortune will follow me all the rest of my days, and I
will live in self doubt for the rest of my lonely life." Ever recall a time this mindset was true in your own life?
What are some ways to combat this mindset? 

What does the Battle of Belief look like in our lives? Do we really believe God is who He says He is? What
truly determines our view of God in our lives and how does that view shape how we live? How does
putting on the facade of self-reliance give us a wrong view of God?

What does a Shepherd do for His sheep? If God is described as “The Good Shepherd”, can you trust He’ll
do the same for you? Isaiah 40:11; Philippians 4:19

What does the Battle of Surrender to the Person of Jesus look like in our lives? (Circumstances,
relationships, thoughts, actions, commitments, etc.). 1 Samuel 17:37

What does the Battle of Obedience look like in our lives? Why do you think we as Christians have such a
hard time obeying God? Where might we struggle trusting God as sheep trust their shepherd? 

As you think of your life currently and the season you're in, what Goliath might you be facing wherein God
might have this very message today for you? What would it look like to say “The Lord is my Shepherd and I
will not be in want” every day this week and learning to trust in the promise that He is our Shepherd and
we will not be in want? Can we begin to rely on God rather than rely on ourselves? 1 Samuel 17:36; 40-46;
Psalm 23

Key Takeaway: God is The Good Shepherd and He is who He says He is. He loves us, cares about us,
and wants what is best for our lives. As Christians in constant battle, we have to believe in Him and His
promises, surrender to His will and goodness, and offer our obedience as an act of faith and trust in Him,
no matter the circumstance affecting our lives. 

Summary: 


