
Introduction:
This week, Chance began a new series called Proximity Matters. What are you letting into your life? In this
life and in your faith, proximity matters. What comes out of your mouth is a direct result of what you let
into your heart. You cannot control what comes out, but you can control what goes in.
 
Do you guard your life? What are you guarding yourself from? What do you let have access to your heart?
What are you letting into your life? What are you putting into your soul, what are you feeding yourself?
(Matthew 12:24)

Questions:
Why is it valuable for you to keep an eye on what God is doing around you? How can that help to keep
you aligned and focused? What causes the tree to grow and sprout leaves? Do you see that process or do
you see the results? What could be the results of keeping your eyes on Jesus? Luke 21:29-30

What does it mean that 'the Kingdom of God is near'? Why would Jesus say that His words would never
disappear? Why is it important for you to know that no matter what is going on around you, Jesus is near?
Luke 21:31-33

How could your heart be 'dulled' (or weighed down)? What is required for you to 'watch out' or to 'keep
alert'? Why does it matter what you let close to your heart? Do you tolerate things in your life that you
know you should not let in? Are you ‘awake' or are you distracted and overwhelmed by the cares of the
world? Luke 21:34-36
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Keep your eyes on what God is doing to stay focused
Jesus (the Kingdom of God) is always near
Watch out, don't let your heart be dulled… keep alert
Teaching truth of staying alert and focused was a priority for Jesus
Take inventory this week of what you are letting in to your life
Keep track of what is coming out of your life, what is the output?
What is one way that you can "guard" yourself this week?

What can you learn from Jesus commitment to teach this truth in the Temple every day? Why did He
teach about this battle every day? What does this tell you about the daily battle to stay awake, to be on
guard, to watch out or to keep alert? Luke 21:37-38

This week, can you take inventory of what you are letting in to your life, what you are allowing to have
access to your heart? What shows are you watching, what books are you reading, what fears haunt you,
what advice do you listen to, what are you letting be in proximity of your heart?

As you examine your life, if most of what is coming out is negative, do you need to reconsider some
things? Are you dealing with doubt and fear? Is your life bearing fruit, is it good fruit or bad fruit? As you
look at the fruit of your life, is it what you want coming out?

What does it look like to guard your heart? What is one thing you can do this week to guard your heart?
How can you keep things out of your life that will damage your heart, or cause negative things to come
out of your life? What things do you need to stop letting close to your heart?

Key Takeaway: The world around us can overwhelm and dull our hearts, distracting us from what God is
doing. We need to be aware of this and guard what has access to our hearts so that we can be ready and
available for what God has for us as His witness.

Summary: 


