
Introduction:
This week, Chance continued a new series called Proximity Matters. What are you letting into your life? In
this life and in your faith, proximity matters. What comes out of your mouth is a direct result of what you
let into your heart. You cannot control what comes out, but you can control what goes in.

When it comes to keeping things out of the proximity of our hearts, we struggle with the things that we
have allowed to become idols. Things that you know shouldn’t be there but they are, that have been there
so long they become idols. Those have a huge impact on our lives. Are you sure those are the things you
want to have influence on the fruit of your life? This week we look at how you can replace those by being
filled with the message of Christ.

Questions:
What do you think of when you think of idols? What could be the problem with the 'things of earth' after
you have been 'raised to new life with Christ'? After you have been changed and made new, are there
things in your life that are still there and maybe shouldn’t be? Do you know you are now hidden in Christ?
Colossians 3:1-4

What are the idols that you have allowed in your life? What are the desires that are 'lurking within you' that
shouldn’t be there? Could greed turn your desires into idols? What are those things you need to let go of?
What things are you putting in the place of God? Colossians 3:5-6
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What do you think of when you think of 'idols'? What does it mean to be 'raised to new life'?
What are the 'idols' you've placed in your life?
How can you strip off your old sinful nature?
What does it take to kill those 'idols' in your life?
How do you 'put on your new nature'?
Can you clothe yourself with - Mercy, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, Patience?
Does the message of Christ 'fill your life'? It's the only thing that can satisfy.

Have you 'stripped off your old sinful nature'? Is it now time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior,
slander, and dirty language? Are you a work in progress? What are these warning signs pointing to that is
still in your life that needs to be gone? Colossians 3:7-9

What does it take for you to kill off all of those idols in your life? If you could do it on your own, why
haven't you already done it? Can you begin by fixing your eyes on Jesus, diving into His Word, and living
your life as He did?

How do you 'put on your new nature'? How could your new way of life thwart your upbringing or other
things that have led you before? How has Christ leveled the playing field for you? How important is it that
Christ is all that matters and He is living in you? Colossians 3:10-11

What does it look like for you to 'clothe yourself with' mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience? How can you be the holy people that He loves? Why are these true indicators that He is
changing you from the inside out? Do others see these as the fruit of your life? Colossians 3:12-13

What would change if you 'let the message of Christ fill your life' vs the idols that you allow near your
heart? How can everything you say and do be done as a representative of the Lord Jesus? Does your life
reflect Jesus Christ? Colossians 3:16-17

Key Takeaway: For you to be free from idols, you have to kill them off. The message of Christ is the only
thing that can satisfy. Only He can fill you and provide what you need.

Summary: 


