
Introduction:
This week we conclude our series called Proximity Matters. What are you letting into your life? In this life
and in your faith proximity matters. What comes out of your mouth is a direct result of what you let into
your heart. You cannot control what comes out, but you can control what goes in.
 
After a brief review of the last three weeks, today we conclude the series by being confronted with the
loving challenge from Jesus to us all, "If you love me, obey my commandments." It's a culmination of what
we've learned over the last three weeks, and choosing to do this as our heart posture leads to an
outgrowth of following Him.

Questions:
Have you ever tried to do something in your life because you have to, not because you want to, and your
heart's really not into it? How's that worked for you? What happened? Jesus' point is that this all stems
from a personal heart posture to want to know Him, to grow in Him, and to follow Him. The outgrowth is
LOVE. John 14:15

What's Jesus saying He's going to do? Who's He going to send, and why? Why didn't Jesus just tell us to
muster up the strength to follow Him and live this life on our own? If you've placed your faith and trust in
Jesus Christ as your Savior and following Him, how do you see your life progressing if you would be doing
this on your own, without the "Advocate" Jesus sent for you? John 14:16-17
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What are we letting into our lives? (What am I letting into my heart?)
Who are we surrounding ourselves with? 
What are we going to do to cut out or create proximity with? What am I doing about it? In the
Book of James it says our life is but a vapor, so what am I going to do with the time I have?
Am I letting the Holy Spirit lead and guide my life? How will I know? 

Paraclete: A wise counselor; someone who comes alongside to speak in defense
The Holy Spirit will live inside of us giving us God's wisdom, discernment, and intimacy with God
The Holy Spirit:

Convicts/reminds us we're in need of a Savior
Brings righteousness. God has provided the passageway/connection to be with Him and in Him
Brings judgment to those who don't receive/accept His gift of salvation, eternal life, relationship
with Him forever through the sacrifice Jesus made and paid for through His death, shedding of
blood, and resurrection

The Holy Spirit living in you
Guides you to Truth
Grants and gives you wisdom for the future
Brings glory to God!
Is the Trinity (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) working together on your behalf!

Who is our advocate, or "paraclete"? How does Jesus say we will know the Holy Spirit is in us? Would this
have been possible if God the Father had not resurrected Jesus from the dead? Why or why not? What
else does having the Holy Spirit living inside of us mean for a believer on a daily basis? John 14:18-20

How have you seen His presence in your own life? Or, if you have not heard this before or do not
currently have a relationship with God, how is this impacting you right now? This "relationship" Jesus is
talking to us about is so much different than "religion" is it not? If so, how so? John 14:21

Do you find it interesting that as Jesus is sharing this amazing news about sending an Advocate (the Holy
Spirit) and giving them true Hope, the disciples don't seem to get it or perhaps even care at the moment?
Why or why not? What was He trying to explain to them and what's this mean for us? John 16:5-7

What's this then mean to us to have the Holy Spirit living inside of us? John 16:8-11

Whether you've just asked Jesus into your life (what a reason to CELEBRATE!), or you have previously
asked Jesus to be your Savior and this is new to you about the Holy Spirit, what will the Holy Spirit living in
you do?

As we conclude this message series, Chance asked us each to really look at our lives, prayerfully consider:
a.
b.
c.

d.

Key Takeaway: The Holy Spirit, our Advocate/Paraclete, understands where we each are. Who we each
are. He knows all of our struggles, so He comes to live in and through me. The Holy Spirit is God's plan
and His design. His death and resurrection would bring new relationships and it was better that Jesus left
the physical proximity He shared so that everyone might come to experience a renewal of spiritual
proximity. 

Summary: 


